Holy Family Parish, Middletown, Ohio - RCIA

Becoming Catholic
RCIA – (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

Are you or someone you know interested in the prospect of learning more about the Catholic faith?  Please contact Rick or Karen Gregosky 513 422-8712, or Dee Golembiewski 513 422-0602 for further details.

Thank you for your interest in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) at Holy Family Parish.  RCIA is the process by which adults and children above age seven explore membership in the Catholic Church.  The information contained here may help in answering some of the questions you may have about joining the Catholic Church.  The Catholic Church warmly welcomes new members and tries to provide appropriate spiritual formation according to each person’s needs.  The Church offers individuals a process of formation in the Catholic Christian faith and way of life.  This is a gradual process.  After the interested person contacts our church, he or she will be invited to attend the Inquiry sessions with other people interested in becoming Catholic.  You will have an opportunity to ask questions about the church, to tour one of our chapels, and to hear the message of Jesus Christ and how it is lived out in our parish.  You will also have the opportunity to meet with people who have joined the Catholic Church in the past through the RCIA process.
If you decide to formally pursue the process of becoming Catholic, you enter the catechumenate.  The catechumenate provides a structure for the proclamation of the gospel, passing on the teachings of the Catholic Church, experiences of prayer and liturgy, and contact with members of our parish through faith sharing, hospitality and discipleship.

Through the various rites of the catechumenate, the church marks a person’s journey to full membership.  These rites reflect his or her spiritual growth and the community’s loving concern.  The climax of the catechumenate process is the celebration of the sacraments of Baptism, confirmation and Eucharist.  From the time a person enrolls in the RCIA process until the person celebrates the sacraments of initiation, the process takes a little less than a year of consistent attendance.  This allows a person to experience most of a full cycle of the church’s rhythm of feasts and seasons.
Information

We hope that the following information is useful to you.  It is impossible to anticipate all your questions, so we hope you will feel free to ask.  Chances are good that the person sitting next to you would want to hear the answers to the same questions.

Attendance

We ask that you give high priority to the Sunday RCIA sessions.  Classes will normally start at 12:30 (after 11:30 Mass) and run until 1:45.  There will be some changes as the process moves along and the Dismissal Rite is added to the process.  This includes your attendance at 11:30 Mass.  If you know that you will not be with us on a given day please call 513-422-8712 and leave a message.  Consistent attendance is expected throughout the process prior to initiation.
Resources

We hope you will make regular use of the materials you are given.  They are yours to keep and have been chosen to give you the broadest overview of what it means to be a Catholic Christian.

Weekly Handouts
Your introduction to the Catholic Faith will be based on the Scripture readings as we hear then in our Sunday liturgies.  You will be given reprints from various instructional series such as “Foundations in Faith” by Resources for Christian Living, “The New Catholic Vision Manual” by Fr. Mark Link S.J., and “Journey of Faith” by Ligouri Publications.
The New Catholic Answer Bible, 2005

This new and updated version of the Catholic Answer Bible features 88 of the most common questions asked about the Catholic faith. Here's the whole text of the New American Bible, combined with answers to all the most important questions about Catholic beliefs, traditions, and rituals.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, Second Edition

The catechism systematically presents the teaching of Sacred Scripture, the living tradition in the Church and the authentic Magesterium, to allow for a better knowledge of the Christian mystery, and for enlivening the faith of the People of God.  The Catechism is broken down into four parts: the Creed, the Sacred Liturgy, with emphasis to the sacraments, the Christian way of life beginning with the Ten Commandments, and finally, Christian prayer.
Some Common Questions about the RCIA


Is there a cost for participating in RCIA?

No.  Everything is provided for you.  You are welcome to bring your own note taking materials if you wish.

I’m not much of a student.  Is this a “class”?

It shouldn’t be.  We want you to become better acquainted with God on a personal level.  There are no tests, no grades.  The goal is conversion, a change of heart.

Who is RCIA for?

First, it is for those who have never been baptized in the Christian faith.  Second, it is for those who are baptized (in another Christian denomination or in the Catholic Church) but have little knowledge and experience of what it means to be a Catholic Christian.  Lastly, it can be used as adult formation for those already in our Catholic community who want to learn more about their faith.

Do I need a sponsor?

Yes.  The best sponsor is an active adult member of Holy Family parish who has received the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.  If you don’t know anyone to ask, we will be happy to introduce you to someone.  We strongly encourage your sponsor to attend the RCIA sessions with you.

What if I get started and decide that this isn’t for me?

Faith in God and the decision to become a member of the Catholic Church are personal choices that must be made in atmosphere of complete freedom.

We will try our best to help you understand what it means to be Catholic Christian.  But we sincerely believe that you must be allowed to use God’s gifts of conscience and free will without feeling any pressure from us.  We will rejoice in your decision, whatever it is.
